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Public Health to Exercise Preparedness Scenario 

Ada County—Because disasters happen, Central District Health Department (CDHD) prepares year 

round. On Wednesday, April 24, CDHD will practice its response to a mock scenario involving a 

simulated anthrax attack in Ada County, Idaho. Under the exercise scenario, CDHD will practice mass 

antibiotic distribution methods. If there should ever be an anthrax attack, CDHD and its partners will 

need to dispense antibiotics to all affected residents within 48-hours of exposure. 

CDHD staff will work alongside 70 volunteers, many of whom will play the part of exposed community 

members during the exercise. This regional drill is part of a larger statewide exercise to test the abilities 

of responding agencies in a public health crisis. Already, this four-day exercise has included 

coordination calls, emergency plan discussion and review, logistics meetings, the receipt and processing 

of mock antibiotics from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and will culminate with the 

mock antibiotic distribution.  

“Exercises like this bring to life the plans we have on paper and regularly discuss with our community 

partners. Walking through the many details and considerations we would need to make in a real-life 

situation, and physically practicing these efforts really help us test and fine-tune our public health 

emergency response plans and ultimately better serve our communities,” said Rob Howarth, 

Community and Environmental Health Division Administrator with CDHD.  

 

Media partners are welcome to attend this exercise on Wednesday, April 24 from 10:30 am to 12 pm 

when the most visual part of the exercise will take place. The exercise will be held at Expo Idaho in the 
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Western Town Building #14. Enter through Gate F and park in the parking lot just south of Western 

Town Building #14. (See map below.) 

 

 
 

About CDHD 

Central District Health Department provides more than 30 different public health programs to families, 

individuals and organizations in Idaho’s Ada, Boise, Elmore and Valley Counties. From food and drinking 

water safety to health education and disease control, public health services are critical to ensure our 

community is a safe and healthy place to live, work and play. The CDHD team is comprised of nurses, 

clinicians, dietitians, environmental health specialists, and many other dedicated professionals with a 

common goal to promote, protect, and preserve health in our community.  

CDHD is one of seven local health departments in the state of Idaho. Visit www.cdhd.idaho.gov to learn 

more. 

Information reported in this [publication/press release] was supported by the CDC and the Assistant 

Secretary for Preparedness and Response of the Department of Health and Human Services under the 

award number NU90TP912895. 
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